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ideas were practicable, but he was sure that if the British Empire was
to consist for ever of a number of isolated units, it would be inl^ossible,-
for us to make great economic progress. He added under pressure
that there would be no change in the fiscal policy of the Government
before a dissolution.
4
A word must be said here about the Alaska Boundary question
which caused great anxiety to the Cabinet in these weeks. The
exact line which divided the territory of the United States from that
of Canada in this remote and inhospitable region was of little intrinsic
importance, but it raised strong feelings on both sides and the gold
discoveries of the previous years had invested it with romantic specula-
tive possibilities. President Roosevelt, following the example of
his predecessor Cleveland in the affair of Venezuela, brandished the
big stick. He would consent to the appointment of the Boundary
Commission proposed by the British Government if he were assured
in advance that its award would confirm the American claim, but
not otherwise. "I wish it to be distinctly understood," he said in
a letter which, if not written directly to the Colonial Secretary, was
intended for Mr. Chamberlain's eye, " that, if there is a disagreement
on the Commission, not only will there be no arbitration in the
matter, but that in my message to Congress I shall take a position
which will prevent any possibility of arbitration hereafter ; a position
which I am inclined to believe will render it necessary for Congress
to give me authority to run the line as we claim it by our own people
without any further regard for the attitude of England and Canada."
When the Commission met in October, Lord Alverstone, who repre-
sented the Imperial Government, added his vote to those of the three
United States Commissioners and the American contention was
sustained. Angry protests followed from the two Canadian Com-
missioners who declared, perhaps not without reason, that the British
Government had shirked the issue in face of Roosevelt's threats. The
decision averted a disastrous conflict between Great Britain and the
United States on what the British people would have deemed a
trivial issue, but Roosevelt's attitude on arbitration was scarcely
a good example to the supposed " imperialist" nations of Europe.
205